Marlene Bortz
March 1, 1940 - July 2, 2016

Obituary

Marti was born March 1, 1940 in Des Moines, lowa. She passed away on July
2, 2016 in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma. She is survived by her only child Mark
Chapman of Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, (married to Brenda Enns Chapman,)
and by her Grandchildren Alison Chapman, Christopher Chapman, and
Bradley Chapman. Marti was preceded in death by her husband Daryl Bortz of
Ottumwa, lowa. Marti graduated from Des Moines Technical High School in
1959, and as a young woman worked at various jobs in the Des Moines area.
She moved out of state, but in the late 1960s returned to lowa with her young
son, Mark and settled in Winterset where her parents, Roy and Merline
Nichols, lived. They lived in Winterset until Mark moved in 1980, and Marti
moved a few years later to Ottumwa when she married Daryl Bortz. In 2003
she moved to Broken Arrow, OK to be closer to Mark. Marti was always active
in her churches, playing piano among many other things. She loved Gospel
music. She also loved being active in local politics, as a member of the
Republican Party, in whatever city or county she may have lived in. ANOTE
FROM MARK CHAPMAN As | was growing up, my mother always did her
best to provide a good fun loving home, with all the toys and food and fun a
young boy would want. She did a great job at that. And she would always
make sure we were in church every Sunday, and would teach me bible verses
at bedtime. Although | complained at the time, | am forever grateful that she
did it. Thank you, Mom! Even though we may have lacked a lot of things, one



thing we did not lack was the kindness of other people who helped a single
mom and her young son. | wish to publicly express my heartfelt thanks and
gratitude to the good folks of Winterset (what a great town!) and Ottumwa,
and other parts of lowa, to all the relatives, and the extended church family of
the Church of God of Prophecy, Ottumwa Assembly of God, to the Bortz
family, and many others, who helped Marti and me in so many ways. You
were, and are, a blessing. Those who knew Marti well also knew she suffered
from some medical challenges. But no matter where she was or where she
lived, she always made friends. And every time | introduced myself as her
son, people always said the same thing to me: "Your mother is such a sweet
woman". Indeed she was You are home now, Marti. Be at Peace. We love you
and we will miss you! Mark Chapman

To send flowers to the family or plant a tree in memory of Marlene Bortz,
please visit our floral store.
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I met Marti through political meetings and she became a best friend.
We went so many places together and | could depend on her help
and friendship. Our family will never forget her Green Bean
Casserole she brought to our house one Thanksgiving. | have
missed her since she moved to Oklahoma .It's even hard to realize
she is no longer with us, but she had such a strong faith and | know
she is in heaven at the feet of Jesus. At one time she had a bible
study everyday in her apartment.

Donna Paris - July 08, 2016 at 11:00 PM
Other than Marti being my second cousin and we attended the
same church, when | was in my tween/teen ages | would clean
Marti's place for her. She also came to our house to visit with my
mom, my brother, and |. She was a wonderful and sweet person to

be around. So sorry for your loss Mark!

Sherry Arnold Miller - July 08, 2016 at 11:00 PM
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